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Greenwich, Camberwell, Brixton, Clapham, Battersea,
Waterloo Road. ... It is startling to think, with all these
engines tied at the West End, what the results of a City or
an East End outbreak would have been.

In point of fact, Whiteley's fire had monopolized
thirty-four out of the forty-five steam fire-engines
available for the whole of London, ninety-six out of
the 131 horses, and 173 out of the 589 firemen.
Nothing but a few score manual engines were left
scattered through the rest of the Metropolis to meet
other emergencies.

At eleven o'clock the great fire may be said to have been
at its height. All round the neighbourhood the steamers
were standing busily pumping, and coal had to be requisi-
tioned from all parts for their wants. . . . Every few minutes
walls or floors fell in ... at the centre of the premises with
a roar resembling the discharge of artillery, and there were
huge gaps left of shaking and bending walls which gave the
ruins an extraordinary aspect. At the very height of the fire
six firemen had the narrowest possible escape from instant
death. One of the extension ladders had been thrown
against a lofty building, and the upper or telescopic ladder
was being made use of. Six men were standing on this
length when there was a sudden burst of flame and the
ladder caught fire. ... It was only the foresight of the
Chief Officer which saved the men's lives: he had given
very strict instructions that there should always be foot-
lashing to the ladders, and this alone held up the extension.

The brickwork of the fallen wall was now cleared away
and three bodies recovered. One was said to be that of
Alfred Blake, the watchman of the premises. His wife,
brought to identify the remains, at once said it was her
husband and burst into tears. Her son also looked . .. and
said, " I am sure it is not him; my father never wore a
collar in his life," .While they were disputing Blake himself
entered the room.
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